SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 13 JUNE 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE HAMMIES SPRINT THIS AFTERNOON 

VOORTREKKERS USING SPECIAL EVENT CALL SIGN ON 16 JUNE 
and 


TWO INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS AT THE AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPO- 
SIUM 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin the bulletin with news of five silent keys. 


It is with regret that we announce the keys of Jan Jordaan ZS3JAN, Jerry De 
Ru, ZS6JDR, Danie Potgieter, ZS6AXX, Joffre Papenfus, ZS3EY and Charly 
du Pont, ZS5DU have gone silent. 


Jan passed away on Saturday 27 February, while Jerry passed away on Tuesday 
1 June and Danie on Saturday 5 June. Joffre passed away on Thursday 10 June 
and his wife passed away on Wednesday 2 June. Charly passed away on Friday 
11 June 2021. 


We extend our sincere condolences to the families and friends of these radio 
amateurs. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE HAMMIES SPRINT THIS AFTERNOON 


The Hammies Sprint is a fun activity to promote contacts between Hammies and 
radio amateurs in Southern African countries with an emphasis on ZU stations 
and runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC (16:00 to 17:00 CAT) this afternoon, Sunday 
13 June 2021. The exchange is RS and provincial abbreviation, DX for all 
stations outside South Africa and the QSY rules for Sprints apply. It is a phone 


contest on the 40-metre band. Logs, in ADIF, Cabrillo or MS Excel format 
shall be submitted by 23:59 CAT on Friday 18 June 2021 and sent by e-mail 
to chairman@zs6zu.org.za or zr6dxQ@iafrica.com. Get the rules in the 2021 Blue 
Book. 


KYRGYZSTAN LATEST TO ARRIVE ON 60 M 


Paul Gaskell, G4MWO reports that the Union of Radio Amateurs of Kyrgyz Re- 
public (ARUKR) has announced on 4 June 2021 that the Kyrgyzstan Telecom- 
munications Regulator made the new WRC-15 Amateur Secondary Allocation 
of 5 351.5 — 5 366.5 kHz available to Kyrgyz amateurs at a maximum power of 
100 W. Other Secondary allocations made available at the same time were 472 
- 479 kHz at 1 W, 122,25 - 123 GHz and 134 - 141 GHz both at 100 W. 


VOORTREKKERS USING SPECIAL EVENT CALL SIGN 


In celebration of the Voortrekker Movement’s 90th anniversary, a special event 
call sign, ZS90VTK, has been issued. The call sign will be activated on 16 June 
2021, Youth Day, from the roof of the Voortrekker Monument. The bands to be 
used are 40 and 20 metres as well as 2 metres. The Voortrekkers in Namibia will 
operate under the call sign, V55JAM. All radio amateurs, Voortrekkers, Scouts 
and Guides are invited to contact the respective call signs. For the remainder 
of the year, special transmissions will made from various monuments in Sout 
Africa and a special QSL card will issued. For any additional information, please 
contact Gerhard, ZS6CRS at zs6crs@gmail.com 


IARU REGION 1 WORKSHOP 


The Region 1 Workshop was held yesterday 12 June on the Zoom platform. 
Members Societies were tasked at the April Workshop to do a SWOT analysis 
and yesterday the feedback was given. South Africa, Serbia, Tunisia and Spain 
were asked to prepare a 10 minute slide show of their SWOT analysis and present 
it at the Workshop. More information in next week’s bulletin. 


NEXT GENERATION BEACON FUND TOPS R18 000 


The SARL Next Generation beacon fund administered by AMSAT SA topped 
the R18 000 mark and currently stands at R18 150. Full details of how to 
contribute to this crowd funding initiative can be found on www.amsatsa.org.za 
including links to the Payfast credit card platform to make a R50, R250 or R1 
000 contribution and a list of contributors acknowledging their support. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


TWO INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS AT THE AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPO- 
SIUM 


AMSAT SA has announced that the 2021 Space Symposium will be held from 
10:00 - 15:00 CAT on Saturday 10 July 2021 on the BlueJeans platform. The 
head of HamSCI, Dr Nathaniel A. Frissell, W2NAF and Burns Fisher, WB1FJ of 
AMSAT NA are two of the international speakers who will be presenting papers 


at the symposium. The AfriCube Team will showcase some of the interesting 
new developments. The symposium attendance is free for members of AMSAT 
SA and the SARL. Leaners and students on submission of their student number 
or school details will also attend free. Registration is however required. Full 
details on how to register can be found on www.amsatsa.org.za. More details 
will be announced soon. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The SARL Youth Sprint on 16 June. This is a fun activity to celebrate the Youth 
and to promote contacts between young radio amateurs in Southern African 
countries. Call “CQ Youth Sprint!” The first leg takes place from 12:00 to 
13:00 UTC (14:00 to 15:00 CAT) on Wednesday 16 June 2021. The exchange is 
a RS(T) report and the operator’s age and the QSY rules for Sprints apply. Logs 
in ADIF, Cabrillo or MS Excel must be submitted by 23:59 CAT on Monday 21 
June 2021 by e-mail to zs8vdk@webmail.co.za. The age of the operator must 
be shown on the summary sheet. 


The third leg of the SARL 40 m Grid Square Club Sprint runs from 12:00 to 
13:00 UTC (14:00 to 15:00 CAT) on Saturday 19 June with phone and CW 
activity. The exchange is a RS or RST report, the name of your Club and 
your 4 character grid square. You score 2 points for each QSO, 2 points for 
each new grid square and 1 point for each new Club. Log sheets in MS Excel 
format shall be submitted by 23:59 CAT on Thursday 24 June by e-mail to 
zs4bfn@mweb.co.za. 


CLUB NEWS 


ZS4BFN from the Franklin Game Reserve. The Franklin Game Reserve (ZSFF- 
0127) is located on Naval Hill in the centre of Bloemfontein and is the only 
game reserve to be found in the middle of a city. On Wednesday 16 June, the 
Friends of Franklin will be painting the well-known White Horse on the eastern 
side of Naval Hill as well as the BLOEMFONTEIN sign near the planetarium. 
Both of these were made by the British soldiers stationed on Naval Hill during 
the Anglo-Boer War. ZS4BFN will be on the air from 09:00 CAT on 16 June 
operating on 40 and 20 metres as well as 2 metres from the Franklin Game 
Reserve. 


The Johannesburg Amateur Radio Club is inviting all prospective RAE candi- 
date’s country wide to contact the Club by e-mail at zs6tjclub@gmail.com The 
Club intends to provide online RAE classes on a weekly basis for students that 
are unable to attend their local Club for training, provided enough interest is 
shown. Either the chairman Kobie van Zyl, ZS6KVZ or the RAE-Coordinator 
Graham McNally, ZS6GPM will contact you individually to discuss your specific 
requirements. 


The next Johannesburg Amateur Radio Club Committee meeting will be con- 
vened on Tuesday 29 June 2021. Members are invited to send their agenda 
topics to zs6kvz@gmail.com on or before Tuesday 22 June 2021 for inclusion on 


the agenda. 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently two sunspot regions with simple magnetic con- 
figurations visible and minor solar flaring activity is possible. If you want to 
do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for 
the week will be around three. The 17 to 30 m bands will at sunrise and espe- 
cially during the late afternoons, provide some DX fun. Please visit the website 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — the Hammies Sprint 
14 June - West Rand meeting 
15 June - PEARS and Border ARC meetings 


16 June — Youth Day, the SARL Youth Sprint, ZS9OVTK from the Voortrekker 
Monument and ZS4BFN from the Franklin Game Reserve 


17 June — World QRP Day 

19 June — the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint 

20 June — Father’s Day 

21 to 25 June — the SARL Top Band QSO party 

1 July — registration for the October RAE opens 

3 July — the SARL Newbie Contest 

4 July — the ZS5 Sprint 

10 July — the RaDAR Challenge and the AMSAT SA Space Symposium 
10 and 11 July — the IARU HF Championships 

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The Hammies Sprint is a fun activity to promote contacts between Hammies and 
radio amateurs in Southern African countries with an emphasis on ZU stations 
and runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC (16:00 to 17:00 CAT) this afternoon, Sunday 
13 June 2021. Get the rules in the 2021 Blue Book. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 


News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 
In the minutes of 9 June. 


Digital interference on 40 metres. ZS6GM reported on digital interference in 
the phone segment of the 40 metre band, especially on Sunday mornings. The 
meeting feels that digital activity should take place in the digital segment. of 
the Region 1 HF Band Plan and only when working stations outside Region 1, 
should the Region 2 frequency be used. 


For SARL News 
DIGITAL INTERFERENCE IN THE 40 METRE PHONE SEGMENT 


At its meeting on 9 June, the Council discussed digital interference in the 40 
m phone segment. Council is aware that the digital segments in IARU Region 
2 and 3 and the phone segment in Region 1 overlap. The meeting feels that 
digital activity should take place in the digital segment of the Region 1 HF 
Band Plan and only when working stations outside Region 1, should the Region 
2 frequencies be used. Further it is suggested that digital station ensure they are 
using the minimum power required and that they check that the LSB frequencies 
are clear before transmitting. 


DIGITALE STEURINGS IN DIE 40 METER FOON SEGMENT 


Die Raad het tydens sy Vergadering op 9 Junie, digitale steurings in die 40 m 
foon segment bespreek. Die Raad is daarvan bewus dat die digitale segmente 
in IARU Streek 2 en 3 en die foon segment in Streek 1 mekaar oorvleuel. Die 
vergadering is van mening dat digitale aktiwiteite in die digitale segment van die 
Region 1 HF bandplan moet plaasvind en slegs wanneer werkstasies buite Streek 
1 werk, moet die Region 2-frekwensies gebruik word. Verder word voorgestel dat 
die digitale stasie verseker dat hulle die minimum krag benodig gebruik en dat 
hulle seker maak dat die LSB-frekwensies nie gebruik word is voordat uitgesaai 
word. 


Morning Dennis, 

South Cape Amateur Radio Club held its AGM on Saturday 12 June 2021. 
The following offices bearers were elected : 

Abe Zwiegelaar ZS1ZS — Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Beat Streckeisen ZS1HB — Technical and Hamnet. 

Nick Dreyer ZS1N — Event Coordinator. 

000000000 

Suid Kaap Amateur Radioklub het sy AJV op sSaterdag 12 Junie 2021 gehou. 
Die volgende lede is tot die komitee verkies: 

Abe Zwiegelaar ZS1ZS - Voorsitter, Sekretaris en Tesourier 

Beat Streckeinsen ZS1HB - Tegnies en Hamnet 

Nick Dreyer ZSIN - Koérdineerder van gebeure 

73 de 

Abe Zwiegelaar ZS1ZS 

Voorsitter/Sekretaris / Tesourier 

Chairman/Secretary / Treasurer 

Suid Kaap Amateur Radioklub 

South Cape Amateur Radio Club 


